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Green MP says vandals brighten up city

Ga-ga over graffiti

A GREENS MP has

Ellen \hllnlﬂ

an
ary defence of spray can
dals,

van graffiti
brightened up the city
and could be attractive.
Suwe Penndeulk told State
Pul.umn\ new lws cracking
don on mmu vandals were
and unnecessury.
sdd vandals were
than drivers.
that * bewt)‘ssm

Declaring
the ¢ye of the beholder™, %s

reporter

ﬁuvok.lne.' the Upper House
P said in -ammu h
She sald there were lw
g;l‘:ntl n‘d view about Mw“:.
“no! vg?nm tes
1itd and not all graffith ks bad™.
Ms Pennicuik's sgeech,
her bid to mmen
laws, were attacked by her
rivals from across the poml.ca:
ﬁwcﬂum. with Labor
mrtin r‘mu.n smnl mrﬂu

=l
[gos were as much & blight on
the landscape as grmu

shoul%”bf cn&led zumlt
T vand,
‘A lot ul prafmtl, ud:ns
tags, can be political,

aesthetl
oleavney and thousght-

"nur l mmmy of Vic-
ans absolutely

mneyaeumzmum:u
alise:

He sud that 55 per cent of

graffiti was not art. "It IS not
self-expression, it is not cley.

a'l' itis not Whut"l cm-uneu

seo lhund with
susprcle graffitl imple-
ments, such as. cans and

stencils,

they were pos

themn for legitimate reasons.
“I'm not saying \bgserr

there L
there should be a diversionary
program for young offenders.

axn'e“o N o rlxes tags
o one
teularly, and I don‘t llkt
them. But do we wanl two-
year jadl terms for. I.'r-yeﬂl'qﬂd
ldds 1o be the penalty?”
1n her speech, Ms Pennlculk
said the cost of cleaning up
grafmt! should not be the rea-
son for making i a crime.
Bhe argued some mmu
walls, such as those In
Lane in the city cen\m wepe
Mi\m
is the price of
hn\'b\s emn wills?
“This Bl ... is an over-
mcuon 10 the fssie of graditi™
Pennicuik also told Par-
m:mn\ that “one could sy
the graffiti can break up the
monotony of urban space”,
“While In one way of looking

Sue Pennicuik



